CAS 118-74-1

Substance name Hexachlorobenzene (HCB)

Toxicity

Hexachlorobenzene is classified as a carcinogen by authoritative sources.” HCB causes liver tumors in
laboratory animals. HCB is listed as developmental toxicant by the state of California primarily based on
altered neurobehavioral development in offspring of dosed rodents.>® HCB has been shown to induce
structrual and functional changes in primate ovaries® and is listed as a Category 1 endocrine disruptor by
the European Union.*

Exposure

Hexachlorobenzene is listed as a Persistent, Bioaccumulative and Toxic (PBT) chemical under
Washington State’s PBT rule (WAC 173-333-320).” No current U.S. commercial uses of
hexachlorobenzene were identified but HCB is formed as a by-product or impurity in the manufacture of
other chlorinated chemicals.” The FDA, Cosmetics Office detected HCB in U.S.-certified color additives.
Their analysis suggested that the contamination with HCB may be decreased by avoiding use of starting
material (tetrachlorophthalic anhydride) heavily contaminated with HCB.2 Biomonitoring shows
widespread but declining detections in the U.S. general population.’
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